Perfect your Pronunciation

Want to perfect your pronunciation so you speak like a local? This exercise will help you pick
up on all the little things that are hindering your pronunciation.

How long will this take? 30 minutes

What’s the purpose?  |Improve pronunciation and intonation to sound like a local

When to use it? Can be used anytime, either as a whole lesson or as a warm-up part
of each lesson.

The whole exercise can be done with your tutor; no prep-work is needed besides having a
short story/passage/set of sentences written down.

1. Have a paragraph in Arabic. Look over it together and make sure you understand what’s
happening and what all the words mean, so that meaning isn’t a distraction while you
work on pronunciation.

2. Say the first line and your tutor will give you a number from 1-10. A “10” means you
said it like a native speaker, and a “1” would be if you said it completely wrong.

3. Then your tutor says the same line, and comments on the things you said/pronounced
wrong. After she has said it, you say the same line again.

4. Go back and forth like this on the same line until she rates you at a 9 or 10.

5. Do steps 2 and 3 for each line of the paragraph. If you do this whole process for the
whole paragraph, it may take half an hour or so.

Notes:
e Don'’t focus just on pronunciation, but also on how you’re telling the story (flow,
pausing, emphasis).
e You can do it where the tutor says it first and you say it after them if you want to
switch it up.
e This can be done at any level of language learning.
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