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Making Sentences 
Noun Sentences  الجملة الاسمية 

 
There are two kinds of sentences in Arabic, noun sentences (also called “nominal 
sentences”) and verbal sentences. The difference between them is easy—noun sentences 
begin with a noun (or noun phrase) and verb sentences begin with a verb. Easy. 
 
Noun sentences don’t need a verb. In English, we translate them with “be/am/is/are/etc.,” 
but you don’t need that in Arabic. 
 
Examples: 

 .The boy (is) sad .1 ين.ز  د ح  ل  الو  

لة.  .The food (is) on the table .2 الأ كْل ع ل ى الطّاو 

 .I (am a) student .3 أنا طال ب. 

 
The first part of the sentence is called المُبْت د أ (the subject) and the second part of the 
sentence is called  ب ر  The names aren’t so important to know, but you’ll .(the predicate) الخ 
need to know how to find where المُبْت د أ ends and ب ر  starts to know where to put الخ 
“am/is/are.” 
 
ب ر   .is going to be a noun, preposition, or adjective الخ 
 
You can tell where   د أالمُبْت  ends and  ب ر  :begins by الخ 
 1. seeing a change from definite (“the”) to indefinite (“a”) 
 2. if there’s no change, looking for the prepositional phrase (“on X, by X, for X, etc.”) 
 3. seeing a change from a pronoun (“I, you, he, we, etc.”) to a noun or adjective 
 
Examples: 

ب ر    المُبْت د أ  الخ 

 change from definite to indefinite .1 د  ل  الو   ين.ز  ح  

لة.   prepositional phrase .2 الأ كْل   ع ل ى الطّاو 

 أنا  طال ب.
3. change from pronoun to noun (or 
adjective) 
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Practice: 

Look at the sentences and circle  ب ر  .Then write the translation .الخ 

  .1 أنا في الب يْت. 

وْعانون.  الأ وْلاد   .2 ج 

  .3 الكُرْسي بنُيّ. 

  .4 الب سّة نائ مة على الكُرْسي. 

  .5 خال د ط ويل. 

ق تي. د    .6 ه ي  ص 

نان في  ي م وح  ر  طْع مم    .7 . الم 

 
Practice: 

Translate the sentences into Arabic. 

 1. 
The child is little. 
فْل  ير  ط  غ   ص 

 2. 
We are on the street. 
ع    شار 

 3. 
The food is delicious. 
يذ أ كْل   ل ذ 

 4. 
The man at the university is busy. 
جُل   عة ر  شْغُول جام   م 

 5. 
The books are short. 
ير  كُتبُ   ق ص 

 6. 
I am at the restaurant. 
طْع م   م 

 7. 
The kitchen is in the house. 
طْب خ   ب يْت م 
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If you are comfortable with those, here are some longer sentences: 

Look at the sentences and circle  ب ر  .Then write the translation .الخ 

عي.  يل م  جُل الط و    .1 الر 

مة في السَّي ارة الب يْضاء.   .2 أنا وفاط 

عْلانة.  طّة ز  ح    .3 الب نْت في الم 

كْسُور.  يّ الأ بْي ض الك ب ير م    .4 الكُرْس 

  .5 أنا ط ب يب في المُسْت شْفى.

 
Homework: 
Find some external texts (Tweets, text messages, sentences from a book, etc.) and try to 
find noun sentences in them. If you can, circle  ب ر  . الخ 
Also, try to write 3 examples of your own of each type of noun sentence. 
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