Sun vs. Moon Letters
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Why is this important?
=>» Pronunciation!
= When you put - in front of a word, sometimes you pronounce the J and sometimes

w

you put a < on the next letter instead of pronouncing the J.

This seems like a big list to memorize. Is there a trick?
= Yes!
=>» Say all the sun letters. Notice that all of them require your tongue to be at the front
of your mouth. When you say the J part of 4, notice that your tongue is also at the
front of your mouth. So it’s hard to say a J followed by a sun letter quickly, which is
why we “disappear” the J and just double the following letter instead.

The Rule:
=>» For moon letters, pronounce <! and pronounce the moon letter like normally after it.
=>» For sun letters, replace the J of the 4l with the sun letter that follows. (This results in
a <> on the sun letter, which is how you will sometimes see it written.)

Examples
1. P W > ponounced = al-baab 6. W il > pronounced = ash-shams
2. X Y S ponounces > al-arnab 7. % Ju)ll 5 pronounces = ar-rimaal
3. ' _Jull > ponounced = al-haar 8. ¥ Ll = sonounced = an-namir
4, X & D ponounced = al-ghaaz 9., # liall S jonounced = ad-dabaab
5. O 2l > ponounced = al-gamar 10. # 850 = pronounced = az-zahra
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Practice A:
Say the following words. There’s one of each letter.
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Practice B:
Circle the correct pronunciation.

1. Jikll 4. daal) 7. ddpniall
at-tifl / al-tifl am-madiina / al-madina as-sahiifa / al-sahiifa
o P& o > - P 5
2. s 5. el 8. RAl
au-usra / al-usra a3-3alam / al-3alam ag-qalam / al-galam
- P B 2 P S P
3. ALy 6. gl 9. 3 X
ab-balad / al-balad ash-shari’ / al-shari’ ak-kura / al-kura
» > * > » >

Practice C:
Read the words aloud, and have your tutor check and correct your pronunciation.
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35 25 <Al 19 4383 13 Ll 7 sl
i 26 zLl .20 556l 14 e 8 a2
g4l 27 a3l 21 asdll 15 ~Y .9 Jsall 3
claill 28 Lilall 22 -4l 16 »All10 daall 4
4E 29 Caghkll 23 claxll 17 3i,all 11 uhll 5
=l 30 Jda i 24 g sl 18 dadl 12 suall 6
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