Superlatives — Juaiill 42z

Superlatives (phrases like ‘the biggest,” ‘the nicest,” or ‘the newest’) have several different forms in
Arabic. As in English, Arabic superlatives are formed using an adjective as the base. Here are 4

common forms:

Adjectives like (Dl

Adjectives like J=é

Jadl ad Jadl Juad

| Olaad (tired) Jaal Juea | (beautiful)
Ry oS (lazy) al piia (small)
3l BT (cold) Ol O | (precious)

Adjectives with doubled
consonants in the root

Adjectives with hollow root
letters (4/cs/s) at the end

I 3

Al TR (new) e e (high)
Bl Jala (few ) N SA (nice)
Al 23 | (delicious) e (o (stupid)

Also as in English, there are many words that don’t fit these patterns. Often the superlative form
then is the a=) + Y. For example,

The most hungry e s Y
The highest lela )l Sy
The scariest asla) sy

Note that superlative adjectives do not take masculine or feminine endings:
Rt d‘a;\ C'_\..g.ﬂ\ _'&J\:u.u d.a;\ '&JM\
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Practice 1: Match the adjective on the left with the correct superlative on the right.

1) a8 a) 2=l
2) <@ b) sl
3) c) S
4) S d) Je
5 dish e) sl
6) amia| f) el

I ) ST g) Jshi
8) asa h) el
9) il i) B
10) J j) ol
11) @ua | k) @

_12) dem ) &5

_13) e m) &I

14) S n)
15) & 0) (il

Practice 2: Fill in the blanks with the correct superlative form of the adjective in brackets.

i (Jash) TR |
(=) JNaall & dn 2l 2
() Jdssallaw 3
Alad O o (S Jmaaal 4
(&) O ol o) 5l oda e 5
el i (33) Jh A ius 6
ool (8o () Agllaly 7
Al (Gm)  Sess 8
Ay(ef) a8 9
ae (bew)  Jisadl e 10
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